
 
 
 

CDQAP Advisory: Guidance Document on Worker Safety, Mortality 
Pick-up & Animal Movement Permitting. 

 
Good Afternoon CDQAP Partners,  
 
Several important guidance documents related to HPAI were recently released or re-released.  
Find descriptions and links to them below as well as attached to this email.   
 

Joint Guidance on Worker Safety Related to HPAI  
In order to clarify requirements related to protecting dairy workers during HPAI outbreaks on dairies, 
CDFA, CDPH and Cal/OSHA (with others) jointly issued “State of California Guidance on Bird Flu for 
Workers and Employers”.  Highlights of the guidance include: 
 

• The State and Federal governments maintain the risk to the general public is low. No person-
to-person spread had been demonstrated in California or the U.S. All persons in California 
who have become infected had direct contact with infected cows. The small number of human 
cases in the state have reported mild symptoms, primarily eye infections (“Pink -Eye”) or mild 
flu-like symptoms. All human cases have responded well to treatment and none have been 
hospitalized.   

 
• Guidance for worker PPE has been established. The document links to specific guidance for 

worker PPE. Importantly producers must provide respiratory protection, such as an N95 mask, 
and eye protection such as goggles or face shield. Additional requirements may be 
implemented depending on how an “enclosed area” is defined on a dairy. CDQAP and your 
trade organizations will provide additional information as it becomes available. For farms with 
confirmed HPAI cases, producers can request direct shipments of PPE, at least until December 
1st 2024. .  

 
• Workers who become infected have assistance. A worker who suspects he has become 

infected can obtain free testing and treatment through their local county public health 
department. Local health departments do not require or collect Social Security numbers or 
residency status information. Employees who become infected are also eligible for workers’ 
compensation benefits. 
 
    

 

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/AHFSS/Animal_Health/docs/California_Guidance_Bird_Flu_Workers_Employers.pdf
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/AHFSS/Animal_Health/docs/California_Guidance_Bird_Flu_Workers_Employers.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Bird-Flu.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/H5N1WorkerPPE.pdf
https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/avian-flu/For-Employers.html
https://www.amazon.com/3M-8511PB1-Particulate-Respirator-10-Pack/dp/B0002YKBV2/ref=sr_1_25?crid=134QU3DOLMI8Q&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.b1fDmN9Y-ZpP-TmYUTxR1PkxZpfuvmk6yLmsxtvOl4TcSmhCKrurpTjywY1-CBG3w-2iguARxITLPKYtfPI1EPKyWzjwo5In-TdZ3LFYg1fnyzL4mLtxwPH26yU0WqzBAZE47z0pZ6jjV0HaENkKX7UveexcJK2tw3H0vUaj83EV49t5k2PDfdUGnsT-GFGgl51YpwmdKizTPt2WSGVLDmvNfHj-LUR6rUc9j9RiD6H8jlSMHln25ITyXytYTnAoViaAEI84ihcqY-Ov6h3U4grkMDNu3q7xHUkytVRWbng.vciUqG9ggwB0mfGHkw7G0JBGz26JzTHy2c-IvfSuH6s&dib_tag=se&keywords=N95&qid=1730915850&sprefix=n%2Caps%2C3839&sr=8-25
https://www.amazon.com/3M-91251-00000T-Protection-Impact-Wraparound/dp/B000BO6MJ8/ref=sr_1_5?crid=2U9NX6R09SMBN&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.xclfzR4wcrr6OlD_N6Kp7tuJ1j0cM7D-sj63zbi0ABD7V3ZG7bMc0m_lcMWDnfYW2BR-xVl2XEkMaSfabGg4LlA8I4mNo5q4fZcdtBYx-u1_mY0YD8kGNH8gti2CVKEfI2_i9L79D733L7Y-t92ZtChS-_kJzSkbGZSTCcXhvkrmOYcnJsfZ-wo7IFQ7v2TI8ZNi6x-b9XqALe7067Fz_Bf7iZxXXcAYrlvyrsaoG23oWh7xPQD0T23riVWRqjXl0N5pnuUQnpOjnWCI_lO6z6IiJQSjKumjbGYdujVQjSo.babJ04_oOkrQ6jDy2wmJ4wNo4AK6FfxhiI6KMdT_l8Q&dib_tag=se&keywords=safety%2Bgoggles%2Bfor%2Bmen&qid=1730817575&s=hi&sprefix=safety%2Bg%2Ctools%2C272&sr=1-5&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B088BRWTSL?ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_fed_asin_title&th=1
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Request-Farmworker-PPE-Avian-Influenza.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCLHO/Pages/LHD-Communicable-Disease-Contact-List.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCLHO/Pages/LHD-Communicable-Disease-Contact-List.aspx


 
CDFA Guidance on Mortality Management  
In an effort to mitigate some issues related to animal mortality, CDFA has developed “Best Practices 
During HPAI Livestock: Mortality Management”. Besides providing explicit guidance on where and 
how mortalities should be stored, the infographic can be useful in explaining to neighbors and 
reporters why roadside pick-ups may be necessary. Lastly, the flyer also provides 24/7 emergency 
contact information to use in the event that a mortality collection disruption occurs on a dairy.  
 
There have been earlier reports of delays in animal mortality collection, but currently all three 
livestock rendering facilities in the state are reporting regular pick-ups. Should delays become an issue 
again, there are plans in place to allow for temporary on-site storage until they can be picked up or 
taken to the renderer.  This process will be coordinated with the county local enforcement agency 
(LEA) and considered on a case-by-case basis. Should rendering facilities become completely 
overwhelmed additional emergency plans can be implemented.  
 

CDFA Flow Chart for Movement Permitting  
In order to clarify requirements related to what animal movement require permits, CDFA has created 
”California Dairy Producer Guide to Intrastate HPAI Cattle Movements”. This flowchart graphically 
explains answers to some frequent questions for producers regarding issues such as “direct-to-
slaughter”, permitting cull cow movement and heifer movement to calf ranches.  
 
As always we are grateful for the continued support from our regulatory, industry and academic 
partners.  
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https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/AHFSS/Animal_Health/docs/Dairy_Producer_Best_Practices_During_HPAI_Livestock_Mortality_Management.pdf
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/AHFSS/Animal_Health/docs/Dairy_Producer_Best_Practices_During_HPAI_Livestock_Mortality_Management.pdf
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/AHFSS/Animal_Health/docs/california_dairy_producer_guide_to_hpai_cattle_movements.pdf
mailto:mpayne@ucdavis.edu

