
 Clean water is used to wash the milking parlor and 
equipment and cool milk tanks. Then this clean water 
is used to wash cows.  This water is then captured in a 
storage pond. It is reused to flush manure from barn floors 
multiple times.  Water from storage ponds is reused as 
an organic, nutrient-rich fertilizer for feed crops for cows. 

Water lifecycle 
on a dairy

Water is recycled multiple 
times without ever 

leaving the dairy farm.
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Dairy Cares is a non-profit organization focused on ensuring 
the long-term sustainability of California’s dairy farm families. 

To learn more about milestones in sustainable dairy farming 
and processing, visit DairyCares.com.
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