
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

California dairy processors innovate to cut emissions and close loops 
 
While California dairy farmers have 
been busy adopting more planet-
smart practices, so have the people 
who process and deliver milk. In 
2020, the entire U.S. dairy 
community (field, farm and 
processor) committed to achieve 
greenhouse gas neutrality by 2050. As 
they contribute to this effort and work 
toward California’s own ambitious climate 
and goals, dairy processors in the Golden 
State are trying new strategies and delivering positive results. They are thinking outside of the milk carton—or 
rather rethinking it and how it gets from farm to consumer.  
 

Pioneering Packaging and Recycling Efforts 
Petaluma-based Clover Sonoma is a third-generation family-owned and operated 
dairy company at the forefront of innovative, sustainable packaging solutions. In 
2020, the company launched the first fully renewable milk carton in the United 
States. This year, Clover Sonoma launched the first post-consumer recycled (PCR) 
gallon milk jug. Starting with 30% PCR content, the company is committed to 
increasing the PCR content across all their organic gallon milk jugs by 2025. 
Packaging is a major area of focus for Clover Sonoma; they work to decrease the 
use of fossil fuels, utilize less plastic, encourage recycling, and ultimately bring 
sustainable dairy products directly from family farms to consumers.  
 
In 2021, the California Milk Advisory Board, in partnership with Clover Sonoma and 
MilkPEP, launched a public information campaign aimed at increasing awareness of 
the recyclability of milk jugs made of high-density polyethylene or #2 plastic. The 
"Recycle the Jug" campaign—with the “Pour it. Cap it. Bin it.” message—is helping 
drive sustainable behavior by promoting the recycling of plastic gallon and half 
gallon milk jugs. 

 

Transitioning to Zero Tailpipe Emissions 

Producers Dairy is a third-generation family-run dairy 
processor and direct-to-store supplier that is investing in 
more sustainable transportation. The company has 
integrated two Volvo VNR Electric, zero-tailpipe-emission 
trucks into their fleet—the first commercial, battery-electric 
Class 8 trucks ever deployed in California’s Central Valley. 
The electric trucks are delivering farm-fresh dairy products 
from the Fresno facility to local grocery stores. 
 

 

 

https://cloversonoma.com/
https://www.realcaliforniamilk.com/sustainability/
https://www.recyclethejug.com/
https://producersdairy.com/


 

Dairy Cares is a statewide coalition supporting economic and environmental sustainability and responsible animal care. 
Our members include Bar 20 Dairy Farms, California Dairies Inc., California Dairy Campaign, California Dairy 
Research Foundation, California Farm Bureau Federation, Dairy Farmers of America-Western Area,  
Dairy Institute of California, F & R Ag Services, Hilmar Cheese Company, Joseph Gallo Farms,  
Land O’Lakes, Inc, Milk Producers Council, Ruan Transport Corp., Valley Milk, LLC,  
Yosemite Farm Credit, Zenith Insurance Company, and others. For information,  
visit DairyCares.com. To subscribe to the newsletter, contact news@dairycares.com. 

  

“We are excited to integrate these first two Volvo VNR 
Electric trucks into our fleet as we work to reduce 
emissions on local delivery routes,” said Scott Shehadey, 
president, Producers Dairy. “This investment in zero-
tailpipe-emission technology aligns with our mission to 
enhance the quality of people’s lives, and we are grateful 
to each of the organizations that supported us, including 
Volvo Trucks, Affinity Truck Center, the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB), and AMPLY Power.” 
 
To further promote positive change, Producers Dairy also 
participates in clean-transportation educational 
programs, sharing news about how the new trucks are 
performing, advice for other companies with truck fleets, 
and how they installed on-site charging infrastructure to 
power their current fleet while also planning for more 
electric trucks in the future.  
 

Using the Sun in a New Way 
California’s dairy processors are also working to adopt state-of-the-art technologies in their facilities—cutting 
emissions and reducing reliance on fossil fuels. California Dairies, Inc.—the state’s largest farmer-owned dairy 
cooperative—is implementing two innovative solar thermal projects that will reduce natural gas consumption 
and GHG emissions. The projects are being supported by incentive funding from the California Energy 
Commission’s Food Production Investment Program (FPIP), and will help greatly advance clean energy goals. 
 
Processing milk into dairy products requires large amounts of heat, typically provided by burning natural gas. 
Solar thermal technology directly captures and concentrates heat from the sun, holding great potential to 
reduce natural gas consumption and GHG emissions in dairy processing. To harness this potential, California 
Dairies Inc. has been designing and installing a high-temperature solar thermal system at both its Turlock 
South and Visalia plants. These projects are demonstrating innovation in renewable energy—potentially paving 
the way for wider adoption on other large-scale processing operations.  
 

Collaborating and Innovating for the Future 
Sustainable packaging, electric vehicles, and solar thermal are just a few of the new practices and technologies 
being deployed by California’s dairy processors. By working together throughout the supply chain, dairy 
farmers, processors, food brands, as well as government and private partners are effectively protecting our 
planet with a sense of urgency.  
 

Through diligence, teamwork, and significant investments, California dairy processors are 

creating a more planet-friendly future. 

 

http://www.dairycares.com/
mailto:news@dairycares.com
https://www.californiadairies.com/
https://www.caclimateinvestments.ca.gov/fpip

